


     March 2017 turned out to be a very warm month, in fact several sites set all time 

records for March heat. The month was quiet overall, with very little rainfall. In fact most 

places were well below normal, with only Sierra County around the lakes recording above 

normal precipitation. The good news is that spring rainfall averages are so low that it does 

not take much to make up this rainfall deficit.  

 
      While the first part of the month was very quiet wind wise, the latter half of the month 

was much more typical of March, with several days of strong winds and dense blowing 

dust.  A series of strong Pacific storms swept through the area the final ten days of the 

month, with peak wind gusts of 50 to 80 mph very common.  Several of these days saw 

blowing dust closing major highways due to poor visibilities. Several reports of minor to 

moderate structure damage were also reported. Fortunately, no reports of serious vehicle 

accidents were received due to the poor weather. 

 

     Looking ahead, the Climate Prediciton Center is forecasting shows a good chance for a 

warmer than normal April. Precipitation is not showing any favoring right now. And further 

down the road, it looks like this coming fall and winter may switch over to an El Niño, 

pattern, which normally is favorable for wetter than normal winters.  Stay tuned. 
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No Advisory in effect 

ENSO Alert System 



ENSO Forecast from May into early 

winter of 2017 

ENSO IS NOW IN A NEUTRAL PERIOD. FAVORING OF GOING  
TO EL NINO BY SUMMER 



 

•            Abnormally Dry – D0  

•            Moderate Drought – D1   

•            Severe Drought – D2 

•            Extreme Drought – D3 
•            Exceptional – D4 

    
       March 28, 2017     December 27, 2016

Current drought conditions for 

New Mexico and 3 month change 



Intensity: 

      D0 - Abnormally Dry  

  D1 - Moderate Drought  

  D2 - Severe Drought  

  D3 - Extreme Drought  

  D4 - Exceptional Drought  

 

Build your own custom slider maps here at: 

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/MapsandData/ComparisonSlider.aspx 

Current drought conditions for Texas as of March 28, 2016 





 
 

Temperature and precipitation data for March 2017  

in El Paso  

  

= record 



2017 year-to-date temperature and precipitation data El Paso  
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http://www.srh.noaa.gov/epz/?n=elpwindrosedata 



Date/Time Location (County) Event 

3/06/2017  720 AM SAN AUGUSTIN PASS-DONA ANA 66 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

3/06/2017  355 AM WSMR MAIN POST-DONA ANA 63 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

3/06/2017  633 AM EL PASO 6 NE-EL PASO 62 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

3/06/2017  428 AM WINSTON-SIERRA 55 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

3/06/2017  421 AM HILLSBORO-SIERRA 52 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

3/06/2017  600 AM CHAPARRAL-DONA ANA 51 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

3/06/2017  235 PM LAS CRUCES AIRPORT-DONA ANA 49 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

3/12/2017  1226 AM DRIPPING SPRINGS-DONA ANA 53 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

3/12/2017  348 AM EL PASO 5 NW-EL PASO 50 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

3/12/2017  1226 AM TULAROSA 4 SE-OTERO 45 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

3/23/2017  435 PM SAN AUGUSTIN PASS-DONA ANA 82 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

3/23/2017  325 PM WSMR MAIN POST-DONA ANA 70 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

3/23/2017  439 PM ROAD FORKS 5 NE-HIDALGO 65 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

3/23/2017  343 PM FORT HANCOCK-DONA ANA 62 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

3/23/2017  512 PM EL PASO AIRPORT-EL PASO  61 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 



Date/Time Location (County) Event 

3/23/2017  405 PM TULAROSA 19 NW-OTERO 59 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

3/23/2017  526 PM DRIPPING SPRINGS-DONA ANA 58 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

3/23/2017  215 PM LAS CRUCES AIRPORT-DONA ANA 58 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

3/23/2017  402 PM SIERRA BLANCA 1 SE-HUDSPETH 57 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

3/23/2017  330 PM CHAPARRAL 2 E-DONA ANA 55 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

3/23/2017  219 PM DEMING AIRPORT-DONA ANA 54 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

3/23/2017  700 PM SUNLAND PARK-DONA ANA 52 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

3/28/2017  420 PM SAN AUGUSTIN PASS-DONA ANA 60 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

3/28/2017  402 PM EL PASO 6 NW-EL PASO 54 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

3/28/2017  351 PM SANTA TERESA 5 NW-DONA ANA 52 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

3/28/2017  315 PM EL PASO AIRPORT-EL PASO 52 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

3/28/2017  420 PM SAN AUGUSTIN PASS-DONA ANA 60 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

3/31/2017  1245 PM SAN AUGUSTIN PASS-DONA ANA 74 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

3/31/2017  640 AM HACHITA 15 SW-HIDALGO 72 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

3/31/2017  418 PM EL PASO AIRPORT-EL PASO 61 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 



Date/Time Location (County) Event 

3/31/2017  403 PM SANTA TERESA 5NW-DONA ANA 60 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

3/31/2017  1030 AM WSMR MAIN POST-DONA ANA 58 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

3/31/2017  454 PM EL PASO 13 NE-EL PASO 58 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

3/31/2017  402 PM FORT HANCOCK-HUDSPETH 57 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

3/31/2017  417 PM DEMING AIRPORT-DONA ANA 55 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

3/31/2017  126 PM DRIPPING SPRINGS-DONA ANA 55 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

3/31/2017  600 PM SUNLAND PARK-DONA ANA 54 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

3/31/2017  1245 PM MAYHILL-OTERO 54 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

3/31/2017  1245 PM SUNSPOT 1S-OTERO 53 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

3/31/2017  1245 PM T OR C AIRPORT-SIERRA 53 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 





Just click on “Local Programs>Weather 

Digest”, then choose which month’s 

Digest to view.  Also, though 

discontinued, don’t forget to check out 

our back issues of Southwest Weather 

Bulletin. 

http://www.weather.noaa.gov/elp/
http://www.weather.noaa.gov/elp/

